
CAL POLY POMONA  ACADEMIC SENATE

Neutra VDL House II Resolution to Retain Ownership
Members of the Faculty of the College of Environmental Design
July 16th, 2008

VDL House II, 2300 Silver Lake Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90026

Richard Neutra-Van der Leeuw (VDL) Research House II
2300 Silver Lake Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90026

• Richard Neutra’s VDL Research House II, completed in 1966, was built 
after a fire destroyed most of VDL Research House I (1932).The 
Garden House and basement of VDL I survived the fire.

• VDL II was built in 1966 from the ground up by Richard Neutra and his 
son Dion but was significantly redesigned from the original VDL I.

• Site of the Neutra practice (VDL I) and personal residence (VDL I & II.)
• Unquestioned importance as world-class architectural resource.
• House was deeded to Cal Poly Pomona Foundation and upon the 

death of Dione Neutra in 1990 (Neutra’s widow), it came to the 
University.  The bequest included a $100,000 endowment, which is now 
insufficient.

• VDL II declared Los Angeles City Historical Cultural Monument #640 
• Found eligible to the California and National Registers.



Agreement between Dr. Neutra and President Ortiz

“In October 2008 we will meet 
to determine whether you have 
raised the $30,000 to cover this 
year and next year’s 
maintenance.”

Since October 2007, efforts 
have raised over $45,000.

Faculty should be allowed to 
continue fundraising through 
the duration of the agreement 
Dec. 2009.

The need to raise $1.0M is 
unsubstantiated.

• Dr. Neutra, President Ortiz and Dean Hanna and CPPF are hastily drafting 
documents enabling the transfer of title of the property to a for-profit private 
party in direct disregard for faculty and student interests.

• Fundraising activities have yielded $45,000 to cover costs for next 2 years, 
$15,000 above amount stated as required by president Ortiz in his letter to 
Raymond Neutra. There is reason to believe significantly more funds will be 
raised by the initial October deadline.

• Faculty have met with contractors and have developed a phased approach 
for house repairs.

• VDL functions as laboratory for applied research in curriculum.
• Faculty have opened house to the public for tours and other cultural events.
• Faculty have taken significant steps to repair garden house and to stabilize 

VDL II House.

Why the Rush to Transfer Ownership of the House? 



• Dr. Neutra, Dean Hanna and President Ortiz have joined forces in an apparent effort to 
deprive the University, ENV Faculty, and students of an essential teaching and research 
laboratory critical to the educational mission of the College of Environmental Design.

• The administration and the ENV Dean have allowed one faculty member to attend 
meetings. Dr. Lauren Weiss Bricker has been given no explicit power of negotiation 
while her presence may be construed as representation of the faculty participation. She 
has been subjected to hostile, coercive and intimidating tactics.

• Draft agreement is biased in favor of the interests of the prospective new owner, who 
has no intentions of entering into a co-steward relationship with CPP. 

• CPP Faculty has no guaranteed rights of use, and there is no opportunity for 
CPP to demand access for academic programs or provide input into the 
management and preservation of the resource. 

• Substitutes professional ENV faculty for un-vetted private curator.
• State owned property is being given to a wealthy private foundation with no 

proven track record of publicly accessible educational venues. 

Lack of Faculty Input and Representation  

Damage to Professional Programs in ENV College:
• Future architecture program accreditation compromised.
• National standing of historic preservation program compromised.
• Difficulty to attract new faculty in the wake of the loss of the house.
• Damage to hard-won national ranking and prestige.
• Damage to ENV Neutra Archive due to loss of academic connection to 

Neutra House.
• Enduring damage to academic cooperation and goodwill.

Damage to University Prestige:
• Loss of a valued teaching and research venue.
• Damage to Alumni and Donor relations.
• Damage to national and international prestige.

Damage to Cal Poly Pomona Neutra Award  
• This significant award, given to internationally acclaimed designers, will 

be compromised with loss of the house.

Damage to Cal Poly Pomona



Academic Significance

• College of Environmental Design oversees use and care of 
the house. 

• Professional programs Architecture, Landscape 
Architecture, and Urban and Regional Planning use VDL for 
teaching, research and scholarly activities.

• VDL plays a critical role in Architecture Dept’s historic 
preservation program

• Current use of house by Architecture program: 
• Research on Richard Neutra’s legacy as an 

environmental designer
• As a research laboratory investigating architectural 

sustainability.
• Research into historic preservation of Modernist 

buildings.
• Interpretation of the Neutra legacy and the design of the 

house by architectural student docents, who give tours 
of the house.

• A faculty member appointed to be Resident Director, lives in 
the garden house. 

Faculty Organized Tours
Conducted by Cal Poly Pomona architecture students. 
Every Saturday from 11am to 3pm.  $10 entry fee
Average 40-60 visitors per week.

Events
Accreditation and Friends of Architecture Receptions
VDL Fundraisers:

- April 26
- June 7 (SAH/SCC)
- July 17 (de Lab)

Cultural Events:
- May 20 (Green LA)

Student Design Reviews
Neutra Award Reception

Post card for special event.



Program Coursework:
A Research-Based Design 
Education involving the 
Neutra VDL House

Architectural Design Education
Historic Preservation
Architectural Sustainability
Environmental Research 
Analog and Digital Drawing Classes

Digital model Design review

Program Coursework:
A Research-Based Design 
Education involving the 
Neutra VDL House
Architectural Design Education
Historic Preservation
Architectural Sustainability
Environmental Research 
Analog and Digital Drawing 
Classes

Light studies

Wind movement simulation

Ambient temperature

Glare from windows



Press coverage since October 2007
KCRW Frances Anderton, 
May 20 2008.
NY Times, May 1 2008.
Los Angeles Confidential Magazine, May 2008. 
Dwell, April 25 2008.
Channel 4, KNBC, April 25 2008.
Los Angeles, April 17 2008.
The Cal Poly Post, April 1 2008.
Archinect, Mar 17 2008. 
Modernism Magazine, Summer 2008

Faculty Orchestrated 
Promotional Activities
VDL Research House - Richard Neutra`s Studio 
and Residence - 2-Disc Set (DVD) 
New Neutra VDL Website:

www.neutra-vdl.org
Postcards, posters, event invitations.

• Conducting assessment of major building systems by qualified 
professionals within ENV faculty

• Determined structural integrity is NOT an issue (see letter from  
Prof. Gary McGavin.)

• “As the Governor’s appointee to the California Seismic Safety 
Commission for Architecture, I am accustomed to reviewing 
properties for structural safety. This house does not in my 
opinion appear to present any undue immediate danger to 
our students, staff or the public”

• Developed a program of repairs in accordance to the Secretary of
the Interior’s Standards. 

• Received preliminary cost estimates from qualified, licensed 
contractors for roofing and electrical work.

• Planned a two-year schedule for first phase repairs:
Year one budget:$51,870
Year two budget: $57,040
Total: $108,910

Physical Assessment by Expert Cal Poly Faculty



Letters of Support: State Office of Historic Preservation 
Los Angeles Conservancy
Natl’ Trust for Historic Preservation

“It is a rare asset for a public university to own an important 
historic building and for that resource to be integral to its 
educational mission.” OHP
“…All of these opportunities could be lost if ownership of the 
property were to be transferred to a private non-profit.”OHP

“The recent appointment of a new director and the agreement 
reached with Friends of VDL has galvanized the faculty in 
maximizing the educational potential of the house…” LAC

“We urge the university to uphold its earlier commitment to 
retain ownership of the VDL Research House at least until 
December 2009 to allow fundraising to continue.”
LAC

“The National trust for Historic Preservation commends Cal Poly 
Pomona for not only its outstanding contributions to preservation 
education but for its stewardship of Richard Neutra’s VDL Research 
House in Los Angeles.” NTHP
“…We urge you and the university to uphold the earlier commitment 
to retain ownership…” NTHP

When Mrs. Dione Neutra generously 
bequeathed the VDL House to the Cal Poly 
Pomona Foundation she understood that this 
public university was the most deserving and 
the most capable entity to manage the Neutra 
VDL Complex. 

Mrs. Neutra understood the value in donating 
this important house to an institution that 
would use the house as a research and 
educational tool, and that would guarantee its 
access to the public.

In transferring the VDL House into private 
hands the University will have failed in its 
obligation to Mrs. Neutra, to Cal Poly Pomona 
faculty, students and alumni, and to the public 
at large.

Cal Poly Pomona’s Commitment to Neutra VDL


